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TABLE 4-3    Students in Predominantly Minority and Intensely Segregated Schools, 1988 (in percent)
Minority Group                                          Intensely
and Ar<^                         Minority               Segregated
Hispanic
South                         80.2                      37.9
Northeast                   70.7                      442
Midwest                     52.3                      24.9
West                           71.3                      27.5
Black
South                         56.5                      24.0
Border                        59.6                      34.5
Northeast                   77.3                      48.0
Midwest                     70.1                      41.8
West                           67.1                      28.6
SOURCE:  Orfield and Monfort (1992).  Reprinted by permission
percent of black students and 46 percent of Hispanic students attend schools ranked in the bottom 20 percent by socioeconomic status (SES). By contrast, less than 7 percent of black and Hispanic students attend high-SES schools (Mayer, 1991).
Regional Differences
Metropolitan areas in the Northeast and Midwest were hit especially hard by the economic downturn during the 1970s. The greatest deterioration in metropolitan neighborhoods, as measured by increased concentration of poverty, was also in the Northeast, followed by the Midwest. In addition, the number of underclass neighborhoods grew fastest in the Northeast (Jargowsky and Bane, 1990:Ch. 2; Ricketts and Mincy, 1990). On a regional level, therefore, it would be expected that the greatest increase (or least decrease) in social problems would also be in the Northeast and perhaps the Midwest.
Analyses of regional trends by Mayer (1991) from 1970 to 1980 support these expectations. As seen in Table 4-4, the Northeast had the smallest decrease in public assistance recipients and teenage births, the smallest increase in labor force participation rates, and the biggest increases in single-parent families (overwhelmingly female) and poverty rates. The Northeast also had the sec-